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Pacification in El Salvador 
FRANK BRODHEAD 
The U.S. government has initiated 
a significant escalation of the war in El 
Salvador. With the implementation of 
its pacification program in June 1983, 
the United States intends to break the 
military stalemate between the Salva-
doran guerrillas and the armed forces. 
For despite significant inputs of U.S. 
money, equipment, and training, the 
Salvadoran armed forces have been un-
able to def eat the insurgents, who now 
control approximately one-fourth of 
the country and one-third of the.popu-
lation. As one U.S. official told News-
week, if pacification fails, "We're 
sunk. We'll either have to give up the 
Salvadoran effort entirely, ... or we'll 
have to make a much larger commit-
ment-maybe even of troops" (July 4, 
1983). 
The U.S. pacification strategy in El 
Salvador brings together three main 
elements : 
-The use of military sweeps and 
intensive bombing to "clear and hold" 
guerrilla areas, creating zones from 
which guerrilla influence is eliminated; 
-The implementation of an ambi-
tious plan for ''civic action,'' or eco-
nomic rehabilitation, in areas which 
have been cleared of guerrillas. This 
involves using large amounts of AID 
funds to generate employment, repair 
roads, build clinics, reopen schools, 
and restore agricultural production. 
Consciously modelled on the Revolu-
tionary Development programs used 
during the Vietnam War~ the civic 
action component of the U.S. pacifica-
tion strategy breaches the tenuous bar-
rier between "military" and "econom-
ic" aid to El Salvador. 
-The training of thousands of Sal-
vadoran troops in counter-insurgency 
tactics. The creation of a new training 
base in Honduras for Salvadoran 
troops and especially the training of 
junior officers are intended to create 
an army schooled in the lessons of 
Vietnam and willing to employ mobile 
counterinsurgency tactics to defeat the 
guerrillas. As part of the civic action 
program U.S. advisers will also train 
villagers in pacified areas to function 
as a local militia, defending areas from 
guerrilla attack and reporting guerrilla 
movements to the regular army. 
The Strategic Context 
The United States has maintained 
the facade of a ''two-track'' policy 
toward Central America. One track 
has supposedly emphasized a political 
or negotiated settlement. Elements of 
this strategy have included the attempt 
to draw opposition "moderates" jnto 
the Salvadoran electoral process, the 
"search for peace" conducted by Rea-
gan's special envoy Richard Stone, and 
the bipartisan Kissinger commission on 
Central America. The mass media have 
identified the "negotiations track" 
with the State Department, and partic-
ularly with State Department officials 
like Thomas Enders and Deane Hin-
ton. The recent demotion of these two 
officials, and the general subordina-
tion of Central America policy to the 
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National Security Council, indicates 
that the negotiations track has lost 
favor in the Reagan administration, 
and that its remaining elements, like 
the Salvadoran elections scheduled for 
1984, are public relations devices. 
The real weight of U.S. policy in 
Central America rests with the ''mili-
tary track." This is most evident in a 
September 1983 speech given by 
Undersecretary of Defense Fred C. 
Ikle, advocating military victory and 
denying that Nicaragua has the right to 
self-determination; but it is rooted in 
longstanding U.S. policy toward the 
region. Over the last century the 
United States has not hesitated to inter-
vene in Central America; and the U.S. 
military has played a decisive role in 
shaping modern El Salvador, Nicara-
gua, Honduras, and Guatemala. But 
the United Nations regards Central 
America as a vital but secondary thea-
ter of operations, and fears that the 
region's conflicts will divert resources 
needed in the more vital areas of Eur-
ope, the Middle East, or Southwest 
Asia. For this reason the Pentagon has 
constructed a three-part strategy 
Continued on Page Eight 
WHAT'S INSIDE 
Arnoldo Ramos of the FMLN/FDR 
Vietnam Vet Artists 
Sixteen Years of Resistance 
Photos <?f Anniversary Party 
U.S. 
Invades 
Grenada 
have given us a clearer mandate to 
mobilize. This administration's 
attempt to beat the "Vietnam syn-
drome'' calls us to demonstrate that we 
will not forget the lessons of Vietnam. 
Our movement grew out of the struggle 
to end the war in Vietnam. That war is 
our legacy as Louis Kampf illustrates 
in "Sixteen Years of Resistance" in 
this newsletter. With 500,000 U.S. 
troops presently stationed around the 
globe, the kind of work Resist has sup-
ported since 1967 is needed as much, or 
more, than ever. 
Communism Rampant in 
Caribbean, Admiral Bars 
Press from Area In Boston, on the day of the Gre-nada invasion., an emergency picket 
was called by a coalition of groups 
which included two Resist-funded 
organizations: CASA and Mobiliza-
tion for Survival. They printed leaflets 
and organized two emergency meetings 
The hypocrisy and contradictions 
involved in the recent invasion of 
Grenada are blatant. Reagan couldn't 
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The Life Of A Child© 
Vietnam enters the life of a child 
when her father wakes up screaming in the night 
when her mother tries to calm him and can't. 
Vietnam enters the life of a child 
when she sees her father's thousand yard stare 
and knows he's somewhere else not here 
he's out somewhere stalking his prey his own soul. 
Vietnam enters the life of a child 
when her father batters her mother 
in front of her eyes and she cries 
for him because he cannot cry. 
The life of the child enters the father 
and he finally becomes wise 
from seeing her now less innocent eyes. 
Vietnam enters the life of a child 
like some passed down genetic fix from her father-
an original sin latent with potentials 
of evil and good. 
Vietnam enters the life of a child 
when she asks her dad what did he do, 
and he says I thought I sinned for you, dear 
and all you meant to me. 
I thought I sinned for another child 
very much like you a child called democracy. 
Vietnam enters the lifeblood of a young country. 
Vietnam enters the life of a child. 
Vietnam is with us always. 
By Mark S. Foley of the Vietnam Veteran Artists. Mark 
read this poem during the 16th Anniversary Celebration. 
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and an emergency demonstration 
within hours of the news of the inva-
sion. The next day they staged a sit-in, 
which became a civil disobedience 
action, in House Speaker Tip O'Neill's 
office. These groups and others like 
them across the country could not do 
their work without the support of indi-
viduals like you and foundations like 
Resist. 
The excellent work that groups like 
CASA and Mobe do would be even 
better if they had a strong financial leg 
to stand on, if the money they needed 
was readily available to them. But it's 
not. So, we're asking you-Resist sup-
porters and contributors-to dig into 
your pockets even further. 
Enclosed with this newsletter is a 
pledge card. If you are not already a 
Resist pledge, become one. If you feel 
that you give enough to Resist, we urge 
you to support the movement groups in 
your area. They need your voice and 
financial support to keep U.S. missiles 
out of Europe and U.S. Marines out of 
Central America. This is our move-
ment and our struggle. Without our 
support it will not survive. 
ILLEGITIMATE AUTHORITY 
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El Salvador: The Struggle Intensifies 
ARNOLDO RAMOS 
The foil owing is an edited transcrip-
tion of a speech given by Arnoldo 
Ramos at the Resist anniversary cele-
bration. 
I think it's extremely appropriate 
to celebrate the anniversary of Resist. I 
am deeply honored to be here especial-
ly because the need of resistance to the 
murderous policies coming out of 
Washington has reached the point of 
desperation in Central America. The 
situation in El Salvador at this moment 
is one of total war, with total devasta-
tion in many provinces. We have some 
provinces, like the one of Cabanas, in 
which grass does not grow. We have 
rivers that have been poisoned. Such 
has been the saturation. 
In El Salvador, at this moment, is 
the image of the future of Central 
America: Total War-an oligarchy and 
a United States government incapable 
of maintaining the total control that 
they held for so many years and there-
fore using force to destroy that which 
is slipping away from them. It is very 
difficult for us and I know it is very 
difficult for all of you to understand 
exactly what is really going on in Cen-
tral America. There are so many issues, 
so many areas in which we have to win. 
But I am here to remind you that the 
utter destruction of Central America, 
and most likely the utter destruction of 
the possibility of peace on this planet, 
at this moment is being carried out by 
the Reagan administration in front of 
your eyes. El Salvador and Central 
America are not another Vietnam 
because they're taking place after Viet-
nam. And they're taking place in front 
of your eyes. You have all the informa-
tion. Even the Reader's Digest is talk-
ing about the CIA's role in Central 
America and that is a profound dif-
ference. In the Vietnam years most of 
these operations, most of the informa-
tion about the real role of the United 
States, was covert, secret and to be 
published years later . 
The very day the Sandinistas won in 
Nicaragua, the CIA moved in and 
recruited the Somocistas and took 
them to California and Florida and 
trained them, fed them, and then when 
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conditions were ripe, sent them to 
Honduras where they're now attacking 
Nicaragua daily. Honduras today has 
the most effective, best equipped 
offensive army of the region and the 
best air force of the region and the 
most sophisticated radar station ever 
created in the region manned by 50 
U.S. advisors. The taking of the Amer-
ica's Training School from Panama 
into Honduras is already a fact. One 
hundred and fifty U.S. advisors are 
training Salvadoran troops-eventual-
ly Guatemalan troops and eventually 
Costa Rican troops in front of your 
very eyes. And there are more than 100 
permanent U.S. advisors in Honduras 
plus the thousands more at this 
moment with the fleet. Five hundred 
members of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers are levelling land to build prob-
ably the largest U.S. military facility in 
the Carribean. The conditions for a 
Central American war, brothers and 
sisters, have already been completed. I 
don't think people have realized that. 
And today Nicaragua is being attacked 
from Honduras, from Costa Rica, 
from El Salvador and from Guatemala. 
In El Salvador the situation is such 
that the population is desperate 
because now the war affects every 
aspect of life in the country. The peo-
ple are so desperate that now they are 
marching on the streets of El Salvador, 
coming from the countryside, demand-
ing some form of agrarian reform. 
Demanding an economic system that 
can feed their children. Demanding 
that the state of siege be lifted. 
Demanding that a politically negoti-
ated solution should take place. And 
they don't see any of those things tak-
ing place. And the death squads arise 
which systematically kill the leadership 
of those people demanding peace, 
demanding jobs, demanding justice. 
This process of destruction in Cen-
tral America began with a hardening 
policy on the part of the Reagan 
administration. Remember when the 
National Security Council took over 
control for Central American policy. 
Mr. Enders was considered too soft. 
The bomber of Southeast Asia, the one 
who conducted the bombing of South-
east Asia, was too soft for these peo-
ple. Mrs. Kirkpatrick and company 
took over. And the first thing they did 
was to take control of the Salvadoran 
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Arnoldo Ramos, FMLN/FDR Representative 
© Ellen Shub 
military. They did that in March when 
they kicked out the Commander-in-
Chief Garcia and named a caretaker. 
Eight Lt. Commanders of the United 
States Army immediately took control 
of the Salvadoran high command. In 
the words of one of the commanders, 
"there isn't a single decision, however 
small, which is not consulted with the 
U.S. advisors." When Tenensingo (a 
city in El Salvador) was bombed, it was 
the U.S. that was doing the bombing. 
And the people of this country are still 
quiet. When one percent of the Salva-
doran population is now dead, Amer-
icans are still quiet. When 20 percent of 
our population has left our country, 
the people of this country are still 
quiet. 
The future of Central America and 
the future of this planet are at stake 
and we must move now. Ten thousand 
Guatemalans were wiped out under 
Rios Montt. And now Guatemala is 
ready to send their armies into the 
other countries of Central America. 
The Sandinistas have not killed a single 
person they've outlawed. How many 
states in this country have outlawed the 
death penalty? The Sandinistas forgave 
the lives of the very people who were 
killing them. And now approximately 
800-900 Nicaraguans have been killed 
by the people who were forgiven. They 
have been killed by the CIA who hired 
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El Salvador: The Struggle Intensifies Continuedfrom Page Three 
and trained those people. 
So Vietnam is not over and RESIST 
cannot be over. Approximately ten 
percent of our population are here in 
this country. We're simply saying: 
"Look at us in the eye." Your govern-
ment, your oligarchs, your landlords, 
whatever you call them, cannot look at 
us in the eye. Recently, Fred Ikle, 
Undersecretary of State, stated that the 
U.S. was not going to compromise 
militarily in Central America and that 
they were going all out for a military 
victory "for the forces of democracy." 
This is a declaration of war against the 
FMLN, against the Sandinistas and 
against the companeros in Guatemala. 
Two day later they denied a visa to the 
best known negotiator of the FDR. 
Then they say they want a political 
solution. 
The point is, though, a member of 
the FDR had been invited to speak in 
Milwaukee at a peace forum, and at a 
forum in Southern California. And the 
administration thought that by denying 
him a visa, nobody from the FMLN/ 
FDR would be speaking there. But I 
went there, to both of the forums, and 
we spoke. And if they kick me out 
tomorrow or they kick out the other 
companeros that are speaking today, 
other Salvadorans will be speaking. 
There is no way they can kick all of us 
out of this country. 
So we challenge you to resist, the 
same way we are resisting. If you don't 
choose to be part of us, there is no 
hope for this country and no hope for 
this planet. It's the obvious conclusion. 
The struggle is just beginning. I don't 
think, people, that you have met the 
challenge. 
There is so much to be said. I want 
to leave you with this image: there is 
total war in El Salvador. It is not 
another Vietnam. It is worse than Viet-
nam. And you are directly responsible 
for the war. Not only is it your govern-
ment, but you have all the information 
in front of you. You have known it all 
along. And you will not be forgiven by 
your children. And whatever survives 
of this planet will not forgive you if 
you do not begin to move now. 
Let me end on a positive note. Today 
a meeting took place of the Central 
American solidarity groups in Boston. 
And for the first time I believe a real 
network is being developed for the 
region. A real effective network. There 
is a new energy among the people, who 
are fighting and working twenty-four 
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hours a day. I am here on their behalf 
to ask you to help them. I am here on 
the behalf of my people to ask you to 
help, but our Washington office has 
been closed. They have cut our tele-
phone because we don't have money to 
pay for it. Our New York office that is 
doing the very important job at the 
United Nations has also practically 
closed. You're not going to get arrested 
for raising money to help a political 
cause in this country to be carried out. 
And you're not going to get arrested 
for beginning a true, effective process 
of resistance. So I leave you with that 
challenge. Thank you very much. • 
Arnaldo Ramos is a representative 
of the FMLN/FDR who travels 
throughout the United States lecturing 
and working with solidarity groups. 
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Sixteen Years of Resistance 
LOUIS KAMPF 
The following is an edited transcript 
of a speech by Louis Kampf given at 
RESIST's 16th Anniversary Celebration. 
W hen we started Resist we fig-
ured it would last about a year. We 
found out differently. What I want to 
do is give you some outlines of what 
happened to us politically because we 
need that history. We might have to 
repeat it soon. 
As the war in Vietnam heated up 
after the Gulf of Tonkin incident it 
became clear to a lot of people that 
something had to be done. A lot of 
young people of draft age basically 
knew what to do. They knew how to 
say "I won't go." Well, there were 
some of us who were too old to say "I 
won't go" and the question came up of 
what to do about this and how we 
could support people. We had as our 
model what had gone on in France dur-
ing the Algerian War when a group of 
university teachers, intellectuals, writ-
ers and others signed a statement which 
they made public. This statement said 
that they would help anyone who 
refused to serve in the war in Algiers or 
who deserted from it; that they would 
give them shelter and they would help 
smuggle them out of the country. And 
so some people in the United States 
thought it might be a good idea to use 
this model. 
What happened at this particular 
point, which is so typical of the move-
ment and one of the things I really love 
about it, is different people in different 
places started moving unbeknownst to 
each other. So there was a group on the 
West Coast led by a pacifist by the 
name of Roy Kepler, who ran a book-
store in the Bay Area. He circulated a 
statement saying draft resisters would 
be supported, given shelter and that 
deserters would be helped. He asked 
people to sign their names which, of 
course, was an act of civil disobedi-
ence. The same thing happened in New 
York City when a group called Sup-
portive Action developed their partic-
ular work. At the same time a number 
of people were traveling around the 
country with various statements sup-
porting draft resisters. I was first 
exposed to this when a fell ow by the 
name of Bob Zevin came up here to 
Cambridge with a statement and asked 
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some of us here what we thought about 
it. There were various other currents of 
that sort going on, the point being that 
they eventually came together. 
In 1967 there was a press conference 
at the Hilton in New York City. At this 
press conference something called '' A 
Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority" 
was announced. After this press con-
ference it was announced that anyone 
who was interested in starting an 
organization relating to the support of 
draft resisters anci deserters should 
come to a meeting at the Columbia 
faculty club and we'd set up a steering 
committee. To give you some sense of 
how things went at that point, a steer-
ing committee was proposed and one 
person said, "Look, I'm not really 
happy about this steering committee 
'cause there's no women on it." Well, 
everybody looked around the room 
and there was exactly one woman 
there. Her name was Sandra Silver-
man. She smiled and said, ironically, 
"Well, I'm sorry I'm not also black." 
I think most of the people there got the 
message from that, although it took a 
few years and a lot of struggle for it to 
really sink in. An organization was 
formed at this particular point. 
Eventually we were forced to move 
the organization up to Cambridge 
because there was a group of us avail-
able up here to do what's generally 
referred to as "shit work." We weren't 
as experienced in movement work as 
young people today are. All that exper-
ience is people's legacy today. We fum-
bled around, tried to set up an office, 
and we realized that we had to find 
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ourselves a staff person. One day, soon 
after we opened our office in Central 
Square, in walked a woman who said, 
"I'd like to help." We asked her what 
she could do, and after she rattled off 
the various things she could do we 
asked her to become the staff person. 
She did, and she basically created the 
structure of the organization. We 
wouldn't be here today if it weren't for 
her, and she's with us tonight-Helen 
McCormick. 
To give you a sense of the politics 
that we moved with, what happened to 
us at Resist happened to most people 
who were opposing the war: We began 
to realize that the war wasn't just an 
isolated incident, that the war was 
related to other policies. A number of 
the anti-draft organizations that got 
started at that time, like the Boston 
Draft Resistance group here, tried to 
enlarge their scope. They began to 
organize around other issues besides 
draft resistance. In fact, they didn't 
insist on draft resistance as the only 
way of opposing the war. From that 
point on what happened at Resist is: 
We started to give the money that a lot 
of people kindly sent us for the anti-
war work we were doing to organiza-
tions that did other work. Clearly our 
raison d'etre and the reason why we've 
survived is that we keep primarily on 
the anti-war issues. But over the years 
that changed. And we changed with the 
rest of the movement. 
At one particular point there was a 
huge hullabaloo within the organiza-
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Enjoying the Show! 
Denise Levertov, Poet and member of Resist 
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Writer, Poet and Resist board member, Grace Paley 
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John Demeter, MC; Resist pledge,Jennifer Rose; Jeanne Gallo, SND 
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Resist board members Dick Ohmann, 
George Vickers, Frank Joyce & Grace Paley 
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Pacification in El Salvador ContinuedfromPageOne 
toward Central America intended to 
secure the region from "subversion" at 
minimum cost to the United States: 
1. Security Development. To bolster 
the political and military power of the 
military establishments of Central 
American countries, and to strengthen 
their ties to the United States, the 
Pentagon proposes increased security 
assistance supplemented by such activ-
ities as "combined exercises, small unit 
exchanges, intelligence exchanges, civic 
action initiatives, [and] personnel 
exchanges .... '' 
2. Nation Building. To lessen the 
internal threat to the traditional elites 
and miltary regimes of Central Amer-
ica, the Pentagon proposes programs 
of "civic action" led by the military to 
strengthen the loyalty of peasants to 
the regime and the role of the military 
within the regime. In the words of Cap-
tain Robert S. Perry of Southern Com-
mand in Panama (SOUTHCOM), 
''Civic action gains and strengthens 
popular support for the host govern-
ment and contributes to its internal 
defense and development.'' According 
to Lt. David L. Caldon, also of 
SOUTHCOM: "Conflict in Vietnam 
was seen to occur at two distinct levels 
-military and pacification. Too often 
we find ourselves today repeating the 
mistakes of history by trying to differ-
entiate between those measures which 
lend themselves to internal defense and 
those which are key to internal devel-
opment. They cannot be separated. 
They must be viewed as a totality and 
prosecuted as such." 
3._ Coalition Warfare. The long-
range U.S. objective is to secure its 
control of Central America at mini-
mum cost, allowing the United States 
the flexibility to deploy its forces else-
where. After rearming the Central 
American military regimes and stabiliz-
ing their political rule, the Pentagon 
intends to encourage intraregional 
cooperation, increase confidence in the 
U.S. military, and provide a common 
military doctrine. In times of crisis this 
will ensure the United States' access to 
bases, resources, and are termed the 
critical sea lanes of communications, 
i.e. supply and trade routes. The re-
birth of the Central American Defense 
Community (CONDECA), linking the 
military regimes of El Salvador, Hon-
duras, and Guatemala, is a recent 
example of the strategy of coalition 
warfare. 
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The U.S. Role and U.S. Presence 
The United States has assumed total 
responsibility for all but the actual day-
to-day implementation of the pacifica-
tion program. Two of the most signifi-
cant aspects of the U.S. pacification 
strategy are the greatly increased role 
given to AID programs and a renewed 
emphasis on training Salvadoran 
troops in the tactics of counter-
insurgency. 
1. Agency for International Devel-
opment (AID). In theory AID funds 
and personnel are channeled into non-
military development projects. Of the 
$65 million in AID funds sent to El Sal-
vador in fiscal year (FY) 1982, for 
example, approximately forty-six per-
cent was spent on various agricultural 
development projects, while a similar 
amount was spent on "employment 
generation,'' including road construc-
tion and irrigation projects. Over the 
last three years AID has spent nearly 
$60 million in direct or indirect assis-
tance to 1,367 such projects. Ten thou-
sand Salvadorans are currently 
employed on projects funded directly 
or indirectly by AID, earning about $3 
a day; and AID is expected to spend 
$20 million on such projects this year. 
Though AID projects in El Salvador 
have been closely linked to military 
objectives, the direct incorporation of 
AID into the pacification program 
formalizes its military role. There are 
now twenty-six AID officers in El 
Salvador, in addition to a local staff of 
thirty-four. 
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The AID allotment for El Salvador 
in FY 1983 was $243.8 million. Of this 
amount, some $4.36 million has been 
allocated to the pacification campaign. 
These expenditures include community 
development, health and education 
projects, and public works programs 
designed to ''win the hearts and 
minds'' of the people for the 
U .S.-supported war effort. 
2. Training. Training is very impor-
tant for the pacification program. 
Nearly 2,000 Salvadoran military per-
sonnel received U.S. training between 
1950 and the cut-off of aid in 1977. 
Since aid was restored in 1980, 6,900 
more have been trained. In December 
1981 the 957-man Belloso Battalion 
was brought to Ft. Bragg for training, 
and 477 officer candidates were sent to 
Ft. Benning. Other security force per-
sonnel have been trained in El Salva-
dor, including two elite battalions, the 
Atlacatl and the Atonal. Forty-two 
Security Assistance Teams from Ft. 
Bragg visited El Salvador between the 
summer of 1980 and the spring of 1983 
to survey existing equipment needs, 
teach the use and maintenance of new-
ly arriving U.S. equipment and air-
craft, and instruct the security forces in 
logistics, communications, intelli-
gence, reconnaissance, and other skills. 
A further several hundred members of 
the Salvadoran armed forces, mostly 
officers, attended courses in the United 
States and at the Army School of the 
Americas in the Canal Zone, where 
they were instructed in such projects as 
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''Well-Being for San Vicente'' 
The pacification plan for El Salva-
dor is called the National Campaign 
Plan. Its first phase-Operation Well-
Being for San Vicente-began on June 
10, 1983. Five thousand Salvadoran 
troops were reorganized into new 
"hunter" battalions of 350 men which 
swept the province, accompanied by 
massive bombing and artillery fire. San 
Vicente, one of El Salvador's most fer-
tile agricultural regions, had been par-
tially depopulated by the civil war, and 
the remaining peasants were thought to 
support the guerrillas. Yet the guer-
rillas retreated, as is their practice in 
the face of superior numbers. Then the 
second phase of the operation-civic 
action-commenced, as the Recon-
struction and Development teams took 
over, while small army units remained 
in the province. According to the Sal-
"U.S. Military Doctrine," "U.S. Gov-
ernment and History," "Low Intensity 
Warfare," "Internal Defense and 
Development," "Internal War/Revo-
lution,'' and ''The Problem of 
Development from a Military Perspec-
tive." A further 147 cadets from El 
Salvador's military academy were 
trained at Ft. Benning last summer; 
and a new elite battalion, the Arce, was 
recently trained by U.S. advisors in 
Honduras. 
Since 1981 the Reagan administra-
tion has maintained an informal limit 
of fifty-five U.S. advisors in El Salva-
dor. This limit now constrains the Pen-
tagon, yet to lift it would be politically 
costly. The administration has there-
fore chosen to quietly evade this limit 
by reclassifying personnel or adding 
them in ways that do not appear to 
breach it. Some examples include: 
• Training Salvadoran troops in 
Honduras, where there is no limit on 
the number of advisors. More than 100 
U.S. personnel are now involved in 
such training. 
• Classifying a military medical 
team of twenty-six people as "non-
advisors," and thus not counted in the 
limit of fifty-five. 
• Reclassifying eleven of the fifty-
five advisors as "administrative per-
sonnel.'' 
In fact, the number of U.S. person-
nel in El Salvador who are assisting the 
war effort exceeds two hundred, to 
which must be added the U.S. advisors 
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vadoran army commander directing 
the civic action program in San 
Vicente, by mid-September forty-one 
schools and seven cooperatives had 
been reopened, forty-five miles of road 
had been improved, and tons of food 
had been sent to areas where food cul-
tivation had ceased. For their work in 
civic action projects, villagers are paid 
$2.40 per day plus food and medical 
care. The third phase, the incorpora-
tion of villagers into civil patrols led by 
army officers, was supposed to follow 
the expulsion of the guerrillas. The 
patrols are intended to commit villag-
ers to the government and prevent the 
guerrillas from returning without being 
harassed or reported to the security 
forces. In at least one village, the head 
of the civil patrol acknowledged to a 
newspaper reporter that the patrol was 
in Honduras assigned to train Salv~-
dorans. 
In spite of U.S. efforts, morale in 
the Salvadoran army is low. Approxi-
mately half of the 6,900 Salvadoran 
soldiers trained since 1981 have left the 
armed forces, including more than 
eighty-five percent of the original 
U .S.-trained Atlacatl Battalion. The 
number of armed forces casualties in 
the year ending in June 1983, more-
over, was 6,815, including 2,292 killed. 
This was more than twice the number 
of the previous year. To attempt to 
remedy the situation caused by high 
casualty and attrition rates, and pro-
simply a restructured ORDEN, the 
semiclandestine organization long used 
as an auxiliary of the security forces 
and as an instrument of landlord 
power. 
In early July an army spokesman 
announced the expansion of pacifica-
tion operations into the departments of 
Usulatan, Chalatenango, and Mora-
zan. The two latter areas are strong-
holds of the FMLN. From recent 
accounts it appears that the initial suc-
cesses of the pacification operation 
have been slowed, as the guerrillas 
have learned to cope with the new 
strategy and have been once again 
launching attacks on supposedly 
cleared areas of San Vicente. 
-Frank Brodhead 
vide for the needs of pacification, the 
first option of the Pentagon will be fur-
ther emphasis on training. Seventeen 
million dollars has been allocated for 
training in FY 1984, and six small 
"hunter" battalions of about 350 sol-
diers each are now being trained by 
U.S. military personnel in Honduras. 
While it is unlikely that pacification 
will succeed in winning ''hearts and 
minds'' of the Salvadoran people for 
the U.S.-client government, it is certain 
that the pacification program will 
increase the intensity of violence and 
Continued on Page Ten 
U.S. Ambassador to Nicaragua Anthony Quainton, on arms smuggling to Salvadoran 
rebels: 
"We now know that massive amounts of arms are going by dugout canoes across the 
Gulf of Fonseca." (from Soiourners. March 1983) 
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Pacification in El Salvador Continued from Page Nine 
the level of suffering endured by the 
Salvadorans. In concluding, let us note 
the complete surrender of the Reagan 
administration and the media to the 
Orwellian ''newspeak,'' by which war 
is defined as peace and freedom as 
slavery. It is evident, for example, that 
the U.S. government employs the word 
"pacify" to mean "kill," in the same 
sense that it redefines "negotiate" to 
mean "surrender to us" and "U.S. 
security interests'' to mean ''the end of 
all rights for people unfortunate 
enough to get in our way.'' What 
George Orwell, one of the first to 
recognize this trend in the language of 
modern politics, had to say of fascist 
pacification campaigns in the Spanish 
Civil War is applicable to the new U.S. 
policy in El Salvador. "The villages," 
he wrote, "are bombarded from the 
air, the inhabitants driven into the 
countryside, the cattle machine-
gunned, the huts set on fire; this is 
called pacification.'' • 
Frank Brodhead is a member of the 
Resist board. 
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tion about two very basic issues. One 
was how clear we were going to make 
our politics: to what degree we were 
going to analyze why we were anti-
imperialist, why we were anti-war, why 
we were for social change. We came 
around to a politics which you might, 
more or less, call socialist. The 
women's issue, of course, hit us like a 
ton of bricks right within the organiza-
tion. What we found ourselves having 
to do was come out with new versions 
of the ''Call to Resist Illegitimate 
Authority": enlarging our purposes 
and taking in the new issues as they 
became prominent in the movement-
whether it was issues relating to racism, 
sexism or homophobia and so on. And 
that's basically where we are today. 
Now, I want to say one thing which 
is absolutely central. The nature of the 
funding with which we began was not 
to go to very wealthy people and say, 
"Give us $1000 or $5000." It was to 
start a pledge system and ask people to 
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give whatever they could to support the 
kind of activities which we were 
involved in. And that's the basis of.the 
funds we hand out, not rich donors. 
We don't give terribly large grants, but 
the small grants we give, we discover 
over and over again, help various 
organizations survive. Also, over the 
years we've been able to give direct 
support to organizations involved in 
civil disobedience and anti-imperialist 
activity which is officially considered 
illegal. We've been able to do that pre-
cisely because there wasn't a group of 
well-to-do people who were worried 
about their tax-exempt status. This is 
not to put down those other folks and 
those other organizations. The move-
ment in Boston could not exist without 
Haymarket, for example. And it is very 
important that organizations like that 
exist. But the one thing I want to leave 
you with is that the continued existence 
of RESIST depends on you. It depends 
on folks that can send whatever they 
Resist Newsletter 
can afford and be a pledge for the 
organization. That is the kind of thing 
that will keep us going. I'm glad you're 
all here to keep on supporting us in 
that work. • 
Louis Kampf is a Resist board mem-
ber and a professor at MIT, among 
many other things. He is a founding 
member of Resist. 
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Lesbians, Scapegoats for the 
Military 
Dear Friends at Resist: 
"What's Left," Resist's June/July 
editorial, suggests we not support GI's 
unless they are seeking discharge. We 
feel this is both unwise and insensitive. 
At the same time, we appreciate 
Resist's long-term interest in military 
organizing, and are glad they raised 
this issue for discussion. 
The editorial suggests that Navy 
women facing discharge for lesbianism 
are getting support from the left ''so 
they can stay in the military.'' This 
accepts the military 's definition of the 
cases. In fact, anti-gay witchhunts 
represent a backlash against women 
who have done too well in ''male'' 
jobs, an assertion of power over les-
bians and gays, and an example to GI's 
who don't conform to every regula-
tion. Support for the accused person 
challenges this total control, and raises 
fundamental political issues which are 
important in the military and civilian 
communities. Discharge is just a small 
part of the picture. 
We may lose important opportuni-
ties to reach new people if we deny 
assistance to those who aren't trying to 
get out. Most GI's who oppose the 
military altogether began by opposing 
a particular policy. Matt Weaver, a 
public conscientious objector, started 
thinking critically about the military 
when he was denied treatment for a 
medical problem. Because he found 
outside support then, he was able to 
seek it again in his fight for CO status. 
Some of the Dixon women did want to 
remain in the military-until they saw 
how vicious the Navy was to women 
and those accused of homosexuality. 
Others wanted out to begin with-but 
did not want to be forced out with a 
stigmatizing discharge. 
It's unfortunate that the editorial 
used the example of women accused of 
lesbianism, at a time when society is 
only beginning to recognize lesbian and 
gay rights. The victims of military 
witchhunts are clearly scapegoats, 
upon whom the military seeks to prove 
its assertion of complete power. It is 
rare to see such a case in which the 
military is not overzealous, through 
harassment, through psychological or 
physical brutality, and through the 
public humiliation of drumming a 
young woman out of the military 
because her sexual orientation makes 
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It's unfortunate that the 
editorial used the example 
of women accused of 
lesbianism, at a time when 
society is only beginning to 
recognize lesbian and gay 
rights. The victims of mili-
tary witchhunts are clearly 
scapegoats . .. 
her "scum." 
Through their support work for the 
Dixon women, activists were able to 
accomplish several things: They publi-
cized offensive military policies con-
cerning women and homosexuality, 
with the result that potential recruits 
may think twice about recruiters' lies. 
They demonstrated that outside sup-
port exists, an important lesson for 
other GI's thinking about fighting 
back. And they demonstrated to the 
military that it cannot "clean house" 
in preparation for the next war without 
resistance from within and exposure 
from without. Recent attacks on 
women, whether for lesbianism or 
working in "male" jobs, are part of a 
general trend to limit the rights of 
enlisted people, in an effort to create a 
more obedient and "efficient" fighting 
force. Work on each particular case 
throws a small wrench into the military 
machine, and the combined effect may 
be significant. 
Harold Jordan, in his fine response 
to "What's Left," correctly pointed 
out that organizers always have to 
exercise discretion in deciding which 
particular struggles to focus on. But it 
is of crucial importance that we not 
accept the military's definitions of 
what these struggles mean, and that we 
refuse to be divided against each other 
by our awareness of how much work 
there is to do, and how many struggles 
there are to support. Support for 
enlisted people who aren't seeking dis-
charge does not prevent us from sup-
porting draft resisters or those who 
want out right now. Rather, it provides 
us with more knowledge and a better 
frame of reference for doing all kinds 
of work against the military. 
Of course we must use discretion in 
choosing the cases we support-but we 
must not allow the brass to draw the 
lines for us. As U.S. military interven-
Resist Newsletter 
tion in the Middle East, Central Amer-
ica and elsewhere becomes reality, dis-
sent within the military, military 
organizing · and support for enlisted 
resisters becomes even more impor-
tant. It is a critical time for us to exam-
ine differences and divisions, and, 
where we can, to build alliances. 
Sincerely yours, 
Carol Delton & Kathleen Gilberd 
Carol Delton, co-author of Every-
body's Guide to Non-Registration, 
practices immigration and military I 
draft law in the Bay Area. Kathleen 
Gilberd, chair of the National Lawyers 
Guild Military Law Task Force, is a 
legal worker who worked on the 
defense of the Dixon witchhunt cases 
and of registration resister Ben Sasway. 
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PEACE AND FREEDOM CARDS FROM WIN MAGAZINE 
FOR HOLIDAY GREETINGS ... 
FOR YEAR-ROUND CORRESPONDENCE 
An assortment of 12 disarmingly be.autiful cards . 4 orij!in•l dc:llil(ll~ 
by talented l'''Jt:"',o;ive artillts. Produced in the 11f>irit of tf.., holidays, 
the.y are also suitable for usr. a. nolr. cards year-round. Matching 
envelopes included. No inside measag,,; we've ldt that part to you! 
1-3 sr.ts of 12 cards, usorte.d de.sign• •nrl colors, for just $4.00 r.ac:h 
(plus Sl .00 J>O•lage and handling).4-911r.ts for $4.00 each; IOor morr. ,;,-t, 
for SJ.00 r.11:h (postpaid). Allow 4 w,:,:k• for delivery. 
To order, or for furthr.r drn1cription, writr.: 
WIN Map&ine, DepL C, 326 Livinptoa St., Brooklyn, NY 11217 
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Sixteen years is a long time for an 
organization to stay alive, and Resist 
has been through several metamorpho-
ses. Yet it has retained the flavor of its 
original purpose. For that we can 
thank only the founding parents of this 
organization and some of the original 
work they did by putting themselves on 
the line in 1967. We can also thank 
many of our friends across the country 
who have helped us maintain the spirii 
of Resist over the years. We havefund-
_ed groups in 43 states and seven coun-
tries, which is pretty good for a low-
key organization. Following is a sam-
pling of the over 3,000 grants Resist 
has made since 1967. 
1967-1971 
The Ally, anti-war newspaper for GI's 
Black Draft Counseling Union 
(San Francisco) 
Cleveland Women's Liberation (Ohio) 
DMZ Coffee House (Virginia) 
El Grito del Norte, an Alianza 
newspaper (New Mexico) 
Free Chinatown Committee (Boston) 
Gay Liberation Front (Los Angeles) 
Hawaii Resistance (Honolulu) 
International Black Workers Congress 
(Chicago) 
Military Draft Counseling (Japan) 
Off Our Backs (Washington, DC) 
Pit River Tribal Council 
(Montgomery Creek, CA) 
Puerto Rican Peace Center 
(San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
Toronto Anti-Draft Programme 
(Canada) 
The Young Lord's Party 
(Philadelphia) 
The Women's Center (Los Angeles) 
1972-1974 
Appalachian Movement Press 
(Huntington, WV) 
The Jackson Human Rights Project 
(Jackson, MS) 
Motor City Labor League 
(Detroit, Ml) 
Malcolm X United Liberation Front 
(Tallahassee, FL) 
The Enraged Ones (NYC) 
The Sister Center (Chicago) 
Union of American Exiles in Britain 
(London) 
Wounded Knee Support and Informa-
tion Center (Rapid City, SD) 
Claridad (New York) 
Philadelphia Resistance (Philly) 
Chicano Vietnam Project 
(Berkeley, CA) 
Page Twelve 
The Committee for Puerto Rican 
Decolonization (New Jersey) 
United Farm Workers (Arizona) 
Nine to Five (Brookline, MA) 
African People's Socialist Party 
(Archer, FL) 
Teamsters for Democracy 
(Madison, WI) 
Feminist Women's Health Clinic 
(Oakland, CA) 
Dominican Working Group (Boston) 
1975-1977 
National Farm Workers Service 
Center (Alamo, TX) 
Substitutes United for Better Schools 
(Chicago) 
Union W.A.G.E. (Berkeley, CA) 
Vietnamese Women's Conference 
(Montreal) 
Susan Saxe Defense Committee 
(Somerville, MA) 
Casa de Teatro (Santo Domingo) 
Third World Newsreel (NYC) 
Portland Military and Veterans 
Counseling Center (Portland, OR) 
Fort Bragg G.I. Union 
(Spring Lake, NC) 
New England Clamshell Alliance 
(Turner Falls, MA) 
Families and Friends of Prisoners 
(Dorchester, MA) 
Chicano Communications Center 
(Albuquerque, NM) 
KDP-Union of Democratic Filipinos 
(Chicago) 
1978-1980 
Syracuse Peace Council 
(Syracuse, NY) 
Boston Alliance Against Registration 
and the Draft (Boston) 
CARASA (NYC) 
Fight Back GI (Heidelberg, 
West Germany) 
Lesbian Feminist Radio Project 
(Seattle, WA) 
History of California Women 
Farmworkers Project 
(Santa Cruz, CA) 
New England Supporters of Silkwood 
(Winthrop, MA) 
Black and Proud Elementary School 
(Jackson, MS) 
Partido La Raza Unida . 
(San Fernando, CA) 
Non-Intervention in Chile 
(Berkeley, CA) 
Women's International Resource 
Exchange (W .I.R.E.) (NYC) 
Teach-In Project (Washington, DC) 
Women and Life on Earth 
(Northampton, MA) 
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1981 
WIN Magazine (NYC) 
Gay /Lesbian Draft Counseling and 
Resistance Network (Los Angeles) 
Nukewatch (Madison, WI) 
Children's Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament (Plainfield, VT) 
Guatemala Teach-In 
(Washington, DC) 
Central American Task Force 
(Johnstown, PA) 
Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido 
(San Juan, TX) 
United League of Homes County 
(Lexington, MS) 
Alternate Image (Tucson, AZ) 
Leonard Peltier Support Group 
(Mohegan Lake, NY) 
1982 
National Alliance of Third World 
Journalists (Philadelphia) 
Association in Solidarity with 
Guatemala (Washington, DC) 
Third World and Progressive People's 
Coalition (Brooklyn, NY) 
MICAH (Detroit, MI) · 
Women Against Military Madness 
(Minneapolis, MN) 
Philadelphia Reproductive Rights 
Organization (Philly) 
Black Vets for Social Justice 
(Brooklyn, NY) 
Comite de Educacion Popular 
(El Paso, TX) 
Catholics for Peace and Justice 
(Tucson, AZ) 
Berkeley Resistance (Berkeley, CA) 
Washington Prison News Service 
(Seattle, WA) 
Che Lumumba School (Amherst, MA) 
MassACORN (Boston, MA) 
New Jewish Agenda 
(Northampton, MA) 
1983 
Social Action Center (Albany, NY) 
Gray Panthers of Greater Boston 
(Boston) 
Religious Task Force on Central 
America (Chicago) 
Eritrean Relief Committee (NYC) 
Alliance Against Sexual Coercion 
(Boston) 
City of Refuge Farm (New York) 
El Centro Campesino 
(Winter Haven, FL) 
Nuclear Free Cambridge 
(Cambridge, MA) 
Gay and Lesbian Advocates and 
Def enders (Boston) 
African Research and Publications 
Project (Trenton, NJ) 
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The most important source of Resist 's 
income is monthly pledges. Pledges help us 
plan ahead by guaranteeing us a minimum 
monthly income. In turn, pledges receive a 
monthly reminder letter (in addition to the 
newsletter) which contains news of recent 
grants and other Resist activities. So take 
the plunge and become a Resist pledge! 
Yes, I would like to pledge$ _ __ monthly 
to the work of Resist. 
Name ___ _________ _ 
Address ___________ _ 
City _ ____ State __ Zlp ___ _ 
Resist 
38 Union Square, Somerville, MA 02143 
617/623-5110 
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